Our Partners in Conservation...

USDA Farm Service Agency

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy
Department of Environmental Protection
State Conservation Commission
DCNR Bureau of Forestry
Pa Department of Transportation
Pa Fish and Boat Commission
Pa Game Commission
Pa Department of Agriculture
Lycoming County Planning and Zoning
Penn State Cooperative Extension

Lycoming Co. Assoc. of Township Supervisors

Watershed Associations
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DISTRICT DIRECTORS

Carl Schlappi, Chairman

Denise Tobin, Vice Chairman

Larry Fry, Director

William Messersmith, Director

Joe Radley, Director

Paul Wentzler, Director

Ernie Larson, Commissioner/Director

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Dave Blair
Julia Folmar
Paul Kremser

Dorothea and
Michael Lehman

Joseph Neyhart
Russ Reitz
Chalmer VanHorn

DISTRICT STAFF

Mark Davidson, District Manager

Denise Moser, Secretary/ Treasurer

Matt Johnson, District Technician

Tim Helyer, Ag Conservation Technician
Carey Entz-Rine, Watershed Specialist
Rod Morehart, Chesapeake Bay Technician
Curtis Swanger, District Technician

Lycoming County Conservation District
542 County Farm Road, Suite 202
Montoursville, PA 17754
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Lycoming County Conservation District
55th Annual Award Recipients

Cooperator of the Year

Elimsprings Farm
Tom and Megan Hamm

Special Recognition
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Bill Kahler
29 yrs. Conservation District Field Rep.




NUTRIENT TRADING PROGRAM

Our trading program is a product of the Lycoming
County Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy (CBTS),
which originated in 2008 and brought together
stakeholders from across the county. The goal was
to provide flexibility to our wastewater treatment
plants, preserve economic opportunities, and pro-
vide additional revenues to our local agricultural
economy.

LycoMING CouNTy, PA

2015 was the fifth year of active trading for the Ly-
coming County Nutrient Trading program and it
proved to be another successful year. We sold nutri-
ent credits to two area buyers: West Branch Region-
al Authority (WBRA) and Lock Haven Municipal
Authority. Credits were also sold through the PENNVEST auction.

IN THE HEART OF THE
CHESAPEAKE BAY WATERSHED

More than twenty Lycoming County farmers participated in the program in 2015.
Although supply of nutrient credits far exceeds demand at the statewide level, Ly-
coming County was able to sell 63% of its verified credits for 2015 through local part-
nerships and careful marketing. Proceeds from the first five years of nutrient trading
are just under $300,000 (cumulatively), with 75% going to the farmers who generate
the credits by implementing BMPs to reduce pollutant loadings, and 25% going to the
County to cover program costs.

DIRT AND GRAVEL ROADS

In 2015, the Dirt, Gravel & Low-Volume Roads
Program provided funding for ten projects in
Lycoming County totaling $340,300.00. Ap-
proximately 5.26 miles of dirt and gravel
roads were repaired by implementing Envi-

AG LAND PRESERVATION

The Agricultural Land preservation
Program continues to be very popu-
lar within Lycoming County. In 2015
we were able to purchase easements
on an additional 297 acres of County

ronmentally Sensitive Maintenance practices. |[ farmland. To date, the Lycoming
County Ag Land Preservation Board
has purchased easements on 71
farms with more than 9,000 acres
preserved for future generations.
Although easements restrict future
development on the property, own-
ers retain the right to operate, man-
age, and sell the property at any
time. The Lycoming County Agricul-
tural Land preservation board will
have approximately $300,000 availa-
ble for the purchase of conservation
easements in 2016.

CHEASAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM NO-TILL DRILL RENTAL PROGRAM

In 2015, the Lycoming Conservation District e 410.9 acres
agricultural staff completed a total of 109 on planted in 2015
farm educational visits to discuss current
state and federal regulations with farmers. e Rentalfeeis

To date, the district has done a total of 889 $10.00 per acre
farm visits. We estimate that we are 85 %of
the way to completing our requirement of

E%alcglng every farm operation by June 30, WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

The eight Watershed Associations

continue to work on stream restora-
tion projects and education and out-
reach efforts throughout the county.

NUTIRENT MGMT and ACT PROGRAM

e Almost $65,000 spent on Ag BMPs
including: 800+ ft of stream bank fencing,
1700+ ft of diversion, 900 ft of grassed e Six fish habitat enhancement
waterway, livestock water access ramp, projects were completed on
and a manure stacking structure and Little Muncy Creek, Carpenters
animal wash water collection at the Run, and Glade Run in 2015.
Lycoming Co. Fairgrounds.

e 4 Nutrient mgmt. plans reviewed and
approved

EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL
Chapter 102 and 92 Delegation

e Reviewed 44 Erosion & Sediment (E&S)
Control Plans

e Reviewed & approved 25 General Nation-
al Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits.

e Reviewed 11 Individual NPDES permits.

e Held 1 training for timber harvesters
which 25 participants attend.

e Performed 92 earth disturbance inspec-
tions and responded to 23 complaints.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Lycoming / Sullivan Envirothon

85 students participated in the Annual 2015 Envirothon.
Montoursville High School represented Lycoming County
at the Pa Envirothon. Each of the top team members
were awarded a $500 educational Scholarship.

Class and Field Programs

LCCD provides numerous programs and fieldtrips to !
schools, camps, and watershed associations reaching over
1400 participants. Programs include water quality, water- &
sheds, wetlands, and tree identification. =

Trout in the Classroom

LCCD continues to partner with the PATU, PAFBC and the [ &8
Jersey Shore Life Skills Class to raise brook trout from eggs |
to fingerlings and learn about cold-water conservation.




