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How do I register to vote? 
The voter registration form can be downloaded from our website, or you can contact the Office 
of Voter Services at (570) 327-2267 to request that a form be mailed to you. Forms may also be 
available from your local party committee. Voter registration closes thirty (30) days prior to 
every primary and election. 
 
How old must I be to register to vote? 
You can register to vote if you will be 18 years old on the following Election Day. 
 
How can I find out if I am already registered to vote? 
Contact the Office of Voter Services at (570) 327-2267. 
 
If I didn’t vote last year, am I still registered to vote? 
Probably; however, under the Pennsylvania Voter Registration Act an inactive voter can be 
purged from the registration list for not voting in two consecutive federal elections. Contact the 
Office of Voter Services at (570) 327-2267 if you are concerned about your registration status. 
 
How do I change my name, address, or political party? 
You can change your name, address, or political party on your voter registration record by 
completing a new voter registration form and checking the appropriate boxes to indicate the 
changes you want to make. Voter registration closes thirty (30) days prior to every primary and 
election. 
 
How do I find information about candidates who are running for public office? 
Consume as much news as possible from different mediums: print, TV, internet, etc. Perhaps 
most important of all, attend any public debate(s) and look for opportunities to speak to 
candidates personally. The Office of Voter Services does not disseminate campaign materials. 
 
How do I run for public office? 
Contact the Office of Voter Services at (570) 327-2267 in January to see which public offices will 
appear on the ballot. Judicial, County, City, Borough, Township, and School Director offices 
appear on the ballot in odd-numbered years. Federal, state, and party offices appear on the 
ballot in even-numbered years. 
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When are the polls open on Election Day? 
The polls open at 7:00am and close at 8:00pm. 
 
How does the voting process work on Election Day? 

1) When you enter the polling place, the election worker may ask you for your name, 
address, and/or birthdate in order to locate you in the District Register. In a primary, you 
may also be asked to confirm your party affiliation. An election worker will announce 
your name. 

2) After determining that you are eligible to vote, you will be asked to sign next to your 
name in the District Register. If any of your information in the District Register (name, 
address, party, etc.) is incorrect you can ask to complete a new voter registration form to 
make any necessary changes. 

3) When instructed, proceed to voting on the machine. Carefully review the on-screen 
instructions. 

4) If you have any questions while voting, ask an election worker BEFORE casting your 
ballot. Once you have cast your vote on the voting machine, it cannot be changed. 

 
Why can’t I vote in the spring primary if I am not registered as a Republican or Democrat? 
Pennsylvania holds “closed primaries” in which only Republicans and Democrats may 
participate, and in which the Republicans and Democrats may only vote their own party’s ballot. 
If there is a referendum on the ballot, all registered voters may vote on the referendum 
regardless of party affiliation. 
 
If I cast a Straight Party vote in the November election, can I also vote for a candidate from a 
different party in an individual race? 
Yes, you can vote Straight Party and still vote for an individual candidate of a different party. 
Our voting machines and tabulation system will record your manual vote for the candidate of a 
different party and record your Straight Party vote in all other races on the ballot. 
 
How does absentee voting work? 
If you will be out of your municipality on Election Day, or if you have an illness or physical 
disability that prohibits you from voting at your polling place, then you may be eligible to apply 
for an absentee ballot. The application form for an absentee ballot can be downloaded from our 
website, or you can contact the Office of Voter Services at (570) 327-2267 to request that an 
application be mailed to you. 
 
 
 


